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Italy signs a 2.5 million Euro project with UNIDO to create job 
opportunities for women and youth in migration prone areas 

 
ADDIS ABABA, 18 July 2017. Italy and the United Nations Industrial 

Development Organization (UNIDO) signed today a financing agreement on a 
project entitled “Capacity building and job creation for youth and women in 
the textile sector in migration prone areas of the FDR of Ethiopia”. The 

project, which is funded and acknowledged by the Italian Agency for 
Development Cooperation, will be implemented in Tigray and in Addis Ababa in 

a period of 36 months and will have a budget of 2,500,000 Euros. 
 
Speaking at the signing ceremony, Giuseppe Mistretta, Ambassador of the 

Republic of Italy to Ethiopia, highlighted that “Creating job opportunities in 
migration prone areas is a fundamental step to tackle the root causes of 

irregular migration. By doing so, the project indirectly helps the youth to 
engage in alternative activities by keeping them out of life-threatening and 
challenging situation which might derive from illegal migration, trafficking and 

smuggling”. 
 
Ms. Ginevra Letizia, head of the Addis Ababa Office of the Italian Agency 

for Development Cooperation (AICS) said that “This initiative is also in line 
and complements what the SINCE (Stemming Irregular Migration from 

Northern and Central Ethiopia) Programme intends to do for addressing the 
root causes of migration. The Italian Agency for Development Cooperation 
(AICS) has also allocated parallel bilateral funds to the project implemented by 

UNIDO to carry out complementary activities by Italian Civil Society 
Organisations, to foster employment and demand-driven training capacity. 

 
Mr. Gustavo Aishemberg, Director and UNIDO Representative for Ethiopia, 
said on his part on the occasion that “UNIDO’s mandate to promote SDG9, 

Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial Development (ISID) and the Programme 
for Country Partnership (PCP) can help to tackle some of the causes of human 
displacement and increase economic and social opportunities, developing 

entrepreneurship and capacities in areas with high risk of migration. Thanks to 
this project UNIDO will be able to support the Government of the FDR of 

Ethiopia in the creation of decent and productive job opportunities for young 
women and men through the development of the textile sector, which plays a 
fundamental role in the Ethiopian economic growth.”   

 



The project will implement strategic activities to foster job creation for youth 
and women. In particular, capacity-building training courses will be addressed 
to basic and administrative workers, in order to facilitate their entrance in the 

labour market. Training and institutional support will also be offered to 
governmental programs in the textile and clothing sector. 
 

It is expected that the project will seek to promote private-public partnership.  
The project will also aim at building the capacities of entrepreneurs and 

workers of the textile sector and will strengthen the know-how of the Ministry 
of Industry of Ethiopia, while engaging with the textile sector.   
 

This programme initiative is the first initiative approved in the framework of the 
Fund for Africa (Fondo per l’Africa), created last February by the Italian 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, to fight irregular 
migration and human trafficking in selected countries, among which Ethiopia. 
The Eritrean refugee community out of camps in Ethiopia will be also a target 

of the project. 
 
For further information, kindly contact:   
Dario Poddighe, Communications Officer, Italian Agency For Development Cooperation 
Addis Ababa Office 
Tel. +251 970 75 65 33; d.poddighe@itacaddis.it 
 
Elisa Rossetto, Communications and Public Relations Officer, Embassy of Italy in 
Ethiopia  
Tel. +251 1 11235684; addisabeba.pr@esteri.it 
 
Aurelia Calabro`, Chief of the UNIDO Agri-Business Technology Division,  
Vienna, a.calabro@unido.org  
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